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but none the less interesting and certainly all the more intrepid.
It appeared, from the account of the voyagers, that the ballast-trailer proved unmanageable, and there was a constant tendency, even in a light wind, for it to drag the airship down. Further, the vibration transmitted from the waves through it to the car very nearly wrecked the machinery. After a journey of about 300 miles the course of the airship could no longer be directed, and she drifted towards the south. The rescue occupied several hours, and it was only accomplished at great risk. Indeed, the airship's lifeboat was holed by the equilibrator, and two of the crew received injuries. The reference to the cat in the telegram is to a black cat taken on board for luck. Certainly the rescue of the entire crew from so dangerous a position must be counted fortunate, but whether it was due to the cat or not cannot certainly be stated.
On July 2, 1912, the " Akron," an airship built by Melvin Vaniman (formerly Wellman's engineer), while on a trial trip in preparation for a journey across the Atlantic, exploded at a high altitude near Atlantic City. Vaniman and his four assistants were killed. It is supposed that a spark from the engine ignited the gas.
At the beginning of the Great War the British Government in addition to the airships mentioned above, possessed a dirigible of the type Astra-Torres ; and there were a number of Parsevals and Forlanini on order. A second large rigid airship was put under construction at Barrow. The latter vessel was to be 540 feet long, and have a capacity of 850,000 cubic feet, enabling her to carry fuel and stores for a 34-hour journey, with a crew of fifteen. She was to carry three guns on a suspended platform, and two on top of the hull, while the designed speed was fifty-five miles per hour, with engines of 1,000 h.p.